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HOUSE BI LL 2434

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Hatfield, Orcutt, Hi nkl e, Grant, Arnstrong,
Schoesl er, Bl ake, Hol ngui st, Bush and Condotta

Read first tinme 01/14/2004. Referred to Commttee on State Gover nnent.

AN ACT Relating to legislative hearings on proposed agency rul es;
and addi ng a new section to chapter 34.05 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 34.05 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) An agency nay not adopt a proposed rule until the |egislature
has had the opportunity to hold a public hearing on the proposed rule.
Legi sl ative hearings on agency rules will be held as foll ows:

(a) For proposed rules published in the state register between
Cct ober 1st and Decenber 31st of the same year, a public hearing wll
be hel d during the regular session of the follow ng year.

(b) For proposed rules published in the state register between
January 1st and Septenber 30th, a public hearing will be held during
the legislative interim of that sane year. During this period,
hearings will be held within sixty cal endar days of publication of the
text of the proposal in the state register.

(2) An agency seeking to adopt a proposed rule shall submt a copy
of the rule, along with the summary and responses required by RCW
34.05.325(6), to the chief clerk of the house of representatives and
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the secretary of the senate at the sanme tine that the text of the
proposed rule is sent to the code reviser for publication in the state
regi ster. Upon receipt of a proposed rule, the speaker of the house of
representatives and the president of the senate shall refer the
proposed rule to the appropriate standing commttees in the house of
representatives and the senate, respectively.

(3) Standing commttees may conduct a public hearing on a referred
proposed rule. |If a standing commttee decides not to hold a hearing
on a proposed rule, the commttee chair nust notify the chair and
ranking mnority |eader of the appropriate standing conmmttee in the
opposite house. The house and senate standing comm ttees may cooperate
to hold joint hearings or to determne which body will hold the
heari ng.

(a) If the standing committees in both houses determne that a
hearing will not be held on a proposed rule, the commttee chairs shal
notify the appropriate agency of that decision and the agency may
continue with the rul e adoption process.

(b) If the legislature has not held a public hearing on a proposed
rule within the tineline established in subsection (1)(a) and (b) of
this section, the agency may proceed with the rul e adoption process.

(4) Standing commttees shall submt testinony received during the
public hearing on a proposed rule to the agency proposing the rule.

(5) This section does not apply to:

(a) Enmergency rul es adopted in accordance with RCW 34. 05. 350; and

(b) Rules adopted by the departnent of fish and wldlife
establi shing hunting and fishing seasons under RCW 77. 12. 047.

(6) This section applies only to proposed rules the text of which
is first published in the state register after the effective date of
this act.

--- END ---
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